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SOTA – It’s Like POTA With an Altitude 
 
Jim Edmondson, N5JGE 
 

SOTA – Summits on the Air – is a program that encourages amateur radio operators that enjoy 

the outdoors to take their radios with them.  SOTA is active in over 100 countries around the 

world and there are award programs for both activators and chasers (same as hunters in POTA-

speak).  SOTA tends to be more Euro-centric than POTA, however, an increasing number of US 

hams are participating.  Recently, several SOTA contacts that I made both SOTA and POTA 

activations.  I have become re-interested in chasing SOTA activations because hunterlog, which I 

use for POTA hunting, now includes both SOTA and POTA spots.  Please see the May 2024 

NARC Newsletter for my hunterlog article.  The link above is for the current version (v0.0.8, 

March 2025). 

The main SOTA website is operated from the UK at SOTA Main.  The main page has a brief 

description of the program, a list of latest spots (see screenshot below), a link to the main 

spotting page (SOTAwatch), summit listings, activator / chaser leaderboards, etc.  The “Joining 

In” web page explains how to get started.  Basically, you register a free account to allow you to 

upload your activator or chaser logs, alerts and spots.  There is a separate registration for the 

SOTA Reflector that allows to post in the user discussion groups.  You can read the posts 

without registering. 

 

The Latest SOTA Spots table (above) includes the time, callsign, summit reference, frequency 

and mode.  As you can see, the summit references (the blue hyperlink text) are somewhat 

complicated.  The first summit reference, W5N/AP-048, means that the SOTA “association” is 

USA – New Mexico (W5N), the “region” is Apache National Forest (AP) and the summit is 

https://github.com/cwhelchel/hunterlog/releases/tag/v0.0.8
https://w5nac.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/narc_0524.pdf
https://www.sota.org.uk/
https://sotawatch.sota.org.uk/en/
https://www.sota.org.uk/Joining-In
https://www.sota.org.uk/Joining-In
https://reflector.sota.org.uk/
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number 048 in that region.  SOTAwatch, the full spots page, provides more information, alerts 

(scheduled activations), reflector posts and display options.  A small snippet is shown below. 

 

Chasing is pretty straightforward and much like POTA.  You look for spots and make the contact.  

One difference is that chasers also upload logs to the SOTA website.  The website automatically 

assigns chaser awards as you make QSOs (screenshot below).  It also has a nice set of statistical 

graphs that shows your activity by year, band, mode as well as the activators and summits which 

you have contacted most. 

 

There are several major differences between SOTA and POTA for activators.  First is that only 1 

contact is required for a valid SOTA activation, but 4 (with different stations) are required to earn 

the summit points that count towards activator awards.  Contacts must be made in the 

“activation zone” which generally less than 25 vertical meters below the actual summit.  

Activations cannot be made from or near a vehicle and all equipment must be transported to 

the activation zone by the activator(s) using “people power” – hiking or biking.  All equipment 

must be operated using portable power, generally batteries or solar cells. 

https://sotawatch.sota.org.uk/en/
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As implied above, SOTA summits provide different amounts of points toward activator and 

chaser awards.  In POTA, all parks are equal for earning activator and hunter awards.  Points for 

each SOTA summit depend primarily on the elevation of the peak.  There may also be “seasonal 

bonuses” if difficulty changes greatly with the seasons – think Texas in August or a fourteener in 

January! 

As you might expect, most of the US SOTA activity is in the eastern and western mountain 

ranges.  However, there are a surprising number of summits in Texas with 39 summits in the 

poorly-named North Texas region.  “North Texas” includes most of the state and all of the 

summits are west of I-35.  See the SOTA map below.  Other Texas regions in the mountainous 

areas (Guadalope, Davis Mountains, etc.) are much smaller.  Each peak has its own webpage with 

details and links to other map sources (Google, OpenStreet, OpenTopo, etc.).  If a peak has been 

activated, the activators frequently add commentaries on access, hike details, photos, etc.  One 

such page for an interesting summit at Possum Kingdom Lake is shown below. 

I think that I just made a new goal for 2025 – at least one SOTA activation! 
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